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Dear Mr ten Brink, Ms Heidegger,  

Thank you for your letter of 29 January 2026 to President von der Leyen expressing your 

concerns about the widespread pollution caused by per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 

in the EU. The President asked us to reply on her behalf.  

The European Commission shares your concern about the risks posed by PFAS to human health 

and the environment and is committed to addressing them promptly and effectively. Reducing 

exposure to these substances is a key priority for the Commission.  

As previously mentioned, the President's schedule has been incredibly demanding, and 

unfortunately, it was not yet possible to arrange a meeting with the affected communities. 

However, while a meeting with the President has not been feasible, we have been actively 

working on initiatives to address PFAS contamination and mitigate its impact. The Commission 

has already taken action on PFAS, for example by banning perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA) in 

a range of consumer products and prohibiting the use of all PFAS in firefighting foams, which 

are a significant source of PFAS emissions. Many PFAS are also being phased out or banned 

in key sources of exposure such as food packaging, toys and certain pesticides. The 

Commission will also address PFAS across air, water and soil through a combination of 

instruments, including PFAS monitoring in drinking water, surface and groundwater, soil and 

industrial emissions, alongside some remediation obligations where limits are exceeded.  
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In parallel, a comprehensive PFAS restriction dossier submitted by five national authorities 

(Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and the Netherlands) is currently being assessed by the 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA). The Commission is an observer at this stage and will 

propose a restriction as soon as possible after receiving ECHA’s scientific opinions, which are 

expected in the second half of 2026. The Commission will consider a PFAS ban in consumer 

uses such as cosmetics, food contact materials and outdoor clothing, while only allowing the 

continuation of certain critical industrial uses until suitable alternatives exist, and under strict 

emission control and disposal requirements across the entire lifecycle to minimise 

environmental releases. 

Beyond regulatory measures, the Chemicals Industry Action Plan announces the forthcoming 

establishment of an EU-wide PFAS monitoring framework to share best practices on 

remediation, and improve data availability for authorities, businesses and citizens. A dedicated 

stakeholder dialogue on PFAS-related challenges will also be launched in 2026; the European 

Environmental Bureau and other civil society’s representatives will be invited to participate. 

Finally, as announced in the Water Resilience Strategy, the Commission stands ready to 

propose a public-private initiative, subject to the availability of partners, to support 

technological breakthroughs in affordable and effective detection and remediation methods for 

PFAS and other persistent chemicals. 

We recognise the importance of direct engagement and are committed to working with all 

relevant stakeholders, including civil society, government and industry. Commissioner Roswall 

has met with affected communities on several occasions, reflecting the importance we attach 

to their concerns and experiences. We are open to continue engaging with your organisation 

and affected communities and gathering your useful insights. 

Yours sincerely, 

    Patrick CHILD                                                                                    Valère MOUTARLIER 

        DG ENV                                                                                                  DG GROW                          
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